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Enjoy Free Meals with WUSD’s

Above: Santos Rivas, Jacqueline Viera, Roger Zamorano

Seamless Summer Program

INSIDE

First WACP Graduating Class Members Earn Both
College Degree and High School Diploma

All Children 18 and younger can eat free meals
at Washington Union High School and West
Fresno Elementary School this summer!

WU Senior Accepted
to Prestigious Rhode
Island School of
Design

Washington Union High School is proud to announce that the first graduating cohort of the
Wonderful Agriculture Career Preparatory Program has 21 Reedley College graduates
among their ranks! These 21 individual students will not only celebrate earning their high
school diploma from Washington Union High School, but can also be proud of the fact that
they have earned an Associate of Science degree from Reedley College.

23

June 10, 2019 – July 05, 2019
(Monday – Friday)

Washington Uniﬁed
Music Programs Earn
Top Ratings

Breakfast: 7:15 a.m. – 8:00 a.m.
Lunch: 10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

5

West Fresno Partners
with Comcast for
“Our Community
Cares Day” 6

USDA and the Washington Uniﬁed School District are
equal opportunity providers and employers.
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All students who are accepted to participate in the Wonderful Agriculture College Preparatory program at WU are enrolled in both high school and college courses as part of the dual
enrollment program option. Students work hard during the year and over the summer to
complete college courses in addition to their regular high school load. While the program is
rigorous, students have access to tutors and highly qualified teachers to help them with the
tougher content.
Washington Union now offers 32 dual enrollment courses across 12 college and career
pathways. All students have the opportunity to complete dual enrollment courses, earning
themselves a leg up when it comes to preparing for college and career.
The Newsletter of the Washington Uniﬁed School District

West Fresno Elementary Students Field Trips Remain an Important
West Fresno Elementary School Partners with Comcast Cares to Host
Win Top Honors at FCSS Young
“Our Community Cares Day”
Part of Learning at AU
American Union students have been busy learning this Spring,
On May 4th, West Fresno Elementary School students, parents, and staff joined
Authors’ Faire
both inside and outside of the classroom! AU teachers understand that it is important that students see how their learning
applies in real life. That is why they work hard to plan field
trips that reinforce the learning that goes on inside of the classroom.

Including real-world experiences are part of the schools’
efforts to create comprehensive Units of Study that combine
more than one content area into lessons for students. Instead
of focusing on reading, math, or science individually, teachers
look for ways to bring each discipline into a single lesson in
order to have a more lasting impact on students.

Daniela Gomez, Brisello Ochoa,
and Andrea Magana with their
teacher, Ms. Laura Jones.

On May 1, 2019, three West Fresno Elementary students
were awarded top honors at this year’s Young Authors’
Faire, sponsored by the Fresno County Superintendent of
Schools (FCSS).
Daniela Gomez won first place in the category of Exemplary Fiction K-5 for her work entitled “Rainbow Butterflies.” Brisello Ochoa won an honorable mention in the
same category for her piece entitled, “The Happy Ladybug.” Andrea Magana also won first place in the category
of Exemplary Non-Fiction K-5 for her book entitled, “It
Looks Like Food to Me.” All three students are in Ms.
Laura Jones first grade class.

This Spring, students
have visited ImagineU
in Visalia, The Monterey Bay Aquarium,
Gilroy Gardens’ Natural Science Days, the
San Juan Bautista Mission, and more. AU
thanks both our parent
and community partners for making trips
like these possible.
This article originally appeared in
the Grapevine E-edition. To receive
monthly news right in your inbox,
email communications@wusd.ws
today!

Over 300 participants worked throughout the morning
painting blacktops, water fountains, planting trees and
flowers, and making other minor repairs. West Fresno
Principal Prince Marshall was grateful for the support of
Comcast and the members of the community who
volunteered their time, “A huge thank you goes out to
all of the individuals that worked on the school committee to bring this opportunity to fruition,” stated Marshall, “A major thank you to Comcast for their support,
supplies, hospitality and positive energy that they brought to our campus and community this weekend.”
Marshall also commended the Washington Unified maintenance staff who worked
alongside volunteers to ensure that all projects were completed safely. Washington Unified is grateful for the efforts of Comcast and their employees who made
this event possible.

Washington Uniﬁed Adult School to Oﬀer Popular English Acquisition
Class During the Summer of 2019
Mrs. Pestorich’s Kindergarten
class at ImagineU in Visalia.

Deputy Principal Felipe Mercado was extremely proud of
Ms. Jones and her students: “This is a prestigious achievement for these students in my opinion. In order to be eligible for the Young Authors’ Faire, schools must engage
students in the writing process, build interest in writing,
and offer students the opportunity to independently author
and illustrate books. Students also need to be taught to
brainstorm ideas, conduct research into their theme, write,
and self-edit their work.”

The Washington Unified Adult School will begin taking sign-ups for a summer session of
its popular Adult English Acquisition course. Designed to teach basic English language
and technology skills, adults from throughout the Washington Unified community are
encouraged to attend. "It's exciting to see our Adult School grow,” stated Principal Grant
Thor, “We have grown to not only sustain the program within our district, but to also focus
on the specific needs of the community."
WUSD Adult School Summer English Acquisition Class Dates
Week 1: July 9th and 11th
Week 2: July 16th and 18th
Week 3: July 23rd and 25th
Week 4: July 30th and Aug 1st
Classes will be held from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
The Washington Unified Adult School recently completed two sessions of its Adult
English Acquisition class offerings. The first session included 17 adult participants
in a class taught by West Fresno Elementary School teacher Petra Martinez. Mrs.
Martinez used a
blended program that included individual and group instruction combined with the
Rosetta Stone online learning program. Session 2 was taught by another West Fresno Elementary School teacher, Susana
Figueroa, who also used a blended approach.

As first place winners, Andrea and Daniela had the opportunity to autograph pictures of their books for Young
Authors’ Faire participants. Washington Unified entered
16 pieces from both American Union and West Fresno
Elementary Schools and are proud of each and every
young author!
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employees from the Comcast Cable Company for “Our Community Cares” Day.
As part of the Comcast Cares initiative, the event was designed to benefit the 750
students who attend West Fresno Elementary and their families through various
campus beautification projects.

In addition to English Acquisition classes, the Washington Unified Adult School offers High School Diploma completion
courses. If you or someone you know are interested in signing up for an Adult English Acquisition or Diploma completion
course, please contact and WUSD school site office or Adult School Principal Grant Thor at (559) 495-5690.
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West Fresno Elementary Students Law and Justice Team Wins
First Place at FCC ROP/CTE
Join March to Save After School
Career Skills Challenge
Program, Speak with State
Legislators

Washington Uniﬁed Schools Celebrate Black History Month
In February, Washington Unified Schools celebrated Black History Month with
events and activities at every site.

Washington Union High School’s Black Student Union (BSU) members designed a
cross-curricular lesson for West Fresno Elementary students. BSU members prepared
and taught younger students about Black History through engaging art projects which
they were able to share with their families.
BSU students also hosted a staff luncheon featuring traditional African American
cuisine. Parents and staff prepared the meal which was enjoyed by over 100 staff
members.
The West Fresno Elementary School campus was decorated with posters featuring
both well known and lesser known historical figures in an effort to teach students
about the many contributions of Black Americans. The students also attended an WUHS’s Mariah Holland works with young
all-school assembly which celebrated the opportunities that todays’ students have as a students at WFES.
result of the efforts of Civil Rights pioneers such as Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., Rosa Parks, and President Barack Obama.

Above: West Fresno Elementary students and staff join hundreds of
people for a March to express support for After School Program
funding.

West Fresno Elementary students took to the state capitol
to join hundreds of other students and community members
in a march to save after-school program funding.
“Our after school program students knew they were going
to speak to legislators with the mission of letting their
voices be heard. They were determined to make a difference!” stated WFES After School Program Coordinator
Erika Martinez who organized the trip. In order to attend,
students had to fill out an application and complete an
interview.
Students and staff had opportunities to speak directly with
government representatives, including State Senator
Melissa Hurtado and State Senator Andreas Borgas about
the benefits of the after-school program. Students talked
about the importance of after-school tutoring, enrichment
activities, and social-emotional learning. WFES student
Michelle Ramirez was honored to meet with Governor
Gavin Newsom to express her views about making sure the
after school program is available for students.
WUSD is proud of these students and their commitment to
civic engagement.
This article originally appeared in the Grapevine E-edition. To receive
monthly news right in your inbox, email
communications@wusd.ws today!

WUSD would like to congratulate the Law and Justice
Institute 2019 Criminal Investigation Team who won 1st
place at the ROP/CTE Career Skills Challenge at Fresno
Community College on March 14th. Pictured above are
WUHS students Bernardo Valenzuela, Antonio Jimenez,
Eliza Lopez, and Alfredo Ramirez who competed against
over 20 high schools from throughout the Valley for the
top honor.

District Breaks Ground on Baseball/Softball Complex

West Fresno Middle School hosted a door decorating competition, celebrating the achievements of notable African Americans throughout history. The WFMS Journalism Class won this year’s competition with their creation: “The West Fresno
Journal” which featured a series of informational articles researched, written, and created by students.

Washington Union Senior Accepted to Prestigious Rhode Island
Left: Frances
School of Design
Rundle signs a
While Washington Union athletic programs are well
known for their signing days, the school recently
celebrated a different kind of college acceptance for
Senior Frances Rundle. Rundle was accepted to the
prestigious Rhode Island School of Design (RISD).

letter of intent to
attend Rhode
Island School of
Design. Below:
“Disco Inferno” by
Frances Rundle

“Frances’ artwork has a maturity in both technicality
and content that I have never witnessed in a high
school setting,” stated WU Art Teacher Erin Webster. “I am consistently impressed with the depth of
her artwork both conceptually and technically.”
Just West of John Ventura Stadium, construction crews are
busy working on the new WUSD Baseball/Softball complex. The project, funded under a prop 39 voter-approved
initiative, is expected to be completed in October of 2019.
At this time, WUSD is happy to report that the following
progress has been made on the project: grading is complete
and work on underground utilities has begun. Fencing and
construction on the seating, concessions and dugout footings
have begun. Off site upgrades, including curbs, sidewalks,
and gutters are being completed. WUSD expects to have the
project completed for the 2019-20 baseball and softball
seasons.
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Rundle is passionate about her art. Last year, she organized a community event at a
local gallery that incorporated spoken word poetry and art with the goal of inspiring
youth to pursue various avenues of social justice. She is currently working on creating
a “Girl Up” club on campus to inspire young women to be leaders within their community. Her art has been featured in local exhibits including the Arte Americas “Four
Degrees of Separation: A Sisterhood of Women Artists.”
Most recently, Rundle’s piece entitled, “Disco Inferno,” which was used for her admission to RISD, was accepted to be
published in the book, "Celebrating Art." The book "brings together the best student artists in North America." According
to Art teacher, Erin Webster, this is a significant accomplishment as most students are not invited to be published.
WUSD wants to congratulate Frances on her accomplishment and wishes her well at RISD. In the words of her poetry club
advisor, Laura Silva, “This girl is going to change the world!”
The Newsletter of the Washington Uniﬁed School District
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Preschool Transitional Kindergarten Kindergarten

NOW ENROLLING!
Visit
West Fresno Elementary School or
American Union Elementary School
to sign up your child today!
If you have any questions:
(559) 495-5625

What You Need:
Proof of Residency
Proof of Age
Complete Immunization Records
Child must be 3 years old and potty
trained to register for Preschool.

Washington Uniﬁed Music Programs Earn Top Ratings in Central
Valley Competitions
Washington Unified is proud to offer a robust music education program to
its students. Choir, Orchestra, Band, Colorguard, and other specialized
groups provide many opportunities for students at every site to participate.
This Spring, several groups have been recognized for their outstanding
performance. The WUHS Winterguard won the 2019 SVWAA Circuit
Championship, held in March, beating out schools from throughout the
Central Valley and earning the highest score in all divisions!
At the California Music Educators Association (CMEA) Fresno
Region Band Festival, held in April, WUSD programs proudly earned
top ratings: AU Band directed by Mr. Kevin Tinkle (Superior Rating),
WFMS Band directed by Mr. Jeff Jacox (Unanimous Superior Rating),
WU Wind Ensemble directed by Mr. Robert Madrid (Unanimous
Superior Rating), WU Concert Band directed by Mr. Miguel Montes
(Unanimous Superior Rating).

WUSD C

olorguard

In March, the WUSD Eagle choir made up of students from both AU
and WFMS competed at the Choral Music Educators Association
(CMEA) Festival. Directed by Mr. Tate Hill and Ms. Kaylene Clark,
the group earned an Excellent rating, something to be proud of for their
first festival experience.

West Fresno Educational Center Hosts First College and Career
Expo for Students, Families, and the Community

This Spring, the West Fresno Educational Center School hosted the 1st
Annual College and Career Expo with the goal of exposing students to the
many opportunities available to them after high school.
Students, families, and community members were invited to the West
Fresno Middle School gymnasium to learn about local college and career
options from dozens of vendors. Colleges and universities, local businesses, and law enforcement agencies teamed up to provide students with
hands-on activities and informational booths. Volunteers from Fresno State
worked with West Fresno’s counseling staff to ensure that the event was a
success.
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In May, the Washington Union Concert Percussion Ensemble earned a
Superior rating at the Central California Day of Percussion held at
Clovis North High School. Ms.Yasmine Brackens and Instructor Juan
Gomez worked with these students to ensure their success.
If your child is interested in participating in any of Washington
Unified’s music programs, please contact your school site today. Guidance Learning Specialists are available for every student to help them
select and sign up for classes.
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WU Migrant Debate Teams Place 3rd in State Competition
The Washington Union High School (WUHS) English and Spanish Migrant
Debate teams traveled to Ventura, California to participate in the Statewide
Speech and Debate Tournament. Both teams earned 3rd place, making them two
of the top teams in the state!
The English Debate team is coached by WUHS History Instructor, Kolab Vuong
and is made up of the following students: Delmira Jimenez, Flor Jimenez, Maria
Jimenez and Felipe Medina. The Spanish Debate team is coached by WUHS
Spanish Instructor Magali Benitez and is made up of the following students:
Leonardo Navarro, Maria Chavez, and Laura Galeana.

"It's never too early to talk to kids about
college and career aspirations," stated
School Counselor, Mary Xiong who helped
organize the event with Counselor, Stephanie Huff. West Fresno staff hopes to continue the Expo in future years as an important
part of the educational experience for
students and their families.
The Newsletter of the Washington Uniﬁed School District

agle

DE
WUS

Page 4

The teams have been working all semester to prepare for the rigorous competition. Congratulations to these outstanding students and coaches for their hard
work!
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