EXHIBIT A

PROCEDURE TO APPEAL IMPOSITION OF
COMMERCIAL OR INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT FEE

In accordance with Government Code Section 53080.1, subdivision (e)(2), the following appeals
procedure is available to any developer who wishes to contest a fee imposed by the District on
residential, commercial or industrial development.

A.  Procedure to Appeal Fee Imposition

1. Written Statement of Appeal

a.

Any appeal of the administration’s decision to impose fees on development must
be presented to the District’s Superintendent or his/her designee in writing.

The developer’s written statement of appeal shall be dated and include the
specific grounds for the appeal and any information that supports the developer’s
contention that the fee imposition is improper.

The written statement of appeal must be submitted by the developer to the
Superintendent or his/her designee within five (5) days of the administration’s
determination to impose the fee.

2. Appeal to Superintendent or His/Her Designee

a.

The Superintendent or his/her designee shall have an opportunity to investigate
the contentions made in the developer’s statement of appeal. In conjunction with
this investigation, the Superintendent or his/her designee may request to meet
with the developer.

Within seven (7) days from the date of receipt of the developer’s statement of
appeal, the Superintendent or his/her designee shall mail the developer a decision
in writing either granting or denying the appeal.

3. Governing Board

a.

If the developer is dissatisfied with the decision of the Superintendent or his/her
designee, the developer may request a hearing before the Governing Board.

The developer’s request for a hearing must be received in the District office
within seven (7) days of the date of the Superintendent’s decision upholding the
fee imposition.

The date for the hearing shall be established by the District as soon as practicable
following receipt of the developer’s request. It shall be the District’s prerogative
to decide whether the hearing will be conducted at a regular meeting of the
governing board or at a special meeting.
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d.  Assoon as possible and in no event less than five (5) days before the date set for
the hearing, the District shall send the developer a written notice including the
time, date and place set for the hearing.

B. Conduct of the Hearing

1.

At the hearing, the developer shall bear the burden of establishing that the fee is
improper.

a. The developer shall be allotted 15 minutes in which to present the information
showing that the fee requirement is improper.

b. The District administration shall have 15 minute in which to present information
rebutting the developer’s contentions.

c. The Governing Board has the discretion to grant either party or both additional time
in which to present information in further support of their contentions.

Within five (5) days of the hearing, the Governing Board or its designee shall mail the
developer a notice in writing of its decision either granting the appeal or upholding the
fee imposition.

. All hearings conducted pursuant to this section shall be informal in nature and be

designed to determine the parties’ contentions without unnecessary formality.

C. Miscellaneous

1.

Any failure on the part of the developer to pursue their appeal within the timelines
stated in this procedure shall result in the developer’s forfeiture of their opportunity for
a hearing before the Governing Board.

The timelines contained in this procedure may be extended by mutual written
agreement of all parties.

It will be sufficient in meeting any of the notice requirements contained in this
procedure for the District to send such notices to the developer by regular mail at their

last known address as listed on their statement of appeal.

Whenever the deadline for any act required under this procedure falls on a Saturday,
Sunday or holiday, the time shall automatically be extended to the next business day.
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